The town is
worth a visit just
to experience
the luxury of its
newest hotel,
says Nick Curtis

HOTEL REVIEW

THE FORBURY
EADING'S really
changing’™ That's what

evyeryone at the
magnifiesnt Forbury
hotel kept telling me
with almost evangelical 2eal
Frewnm anywhore in The Forbury
vuu codlld almost belicve them
The 8 million, 24-room hoteld
u[-n-d in Marvh In the 10D yoar
Ol Tormer County Hall and it s
Quite the most luxurious place |
have ever stayed in In front of It
are landscaped Victorian public
gardens. To one slde s the lmpos
INE county court and the rem
nants of the Abtwy To the other, 8
plazza boasting s Carluocko™s and
A French restaurant called For
bury s which serves gastronome
standard culsine [t s only when
YOU raine your syes 1o the tower
ing ofTfioe blocks and malls, to the
roundabouts stretchiing towards
the hortzon. that you remember
you are in Reading
Fortunadedy (here is Dtle rosson
0 loave the Forbury iteell. The
}:1‘:.' m-mt: you o lusury Ir
wd to make a critictsm, 1'd say
the service is a Httle overattentive
» funciion of s newness, ant
ne Leing a hack ), the decor over
ornate But that s all the negativ
ity that | can muster
The hullding has the imposing
facade and grand public spaces
With which civic dignitarios used
0 reward themsedves, now strewn
with overstuffod fumiture. glossy
coffee table books, and specially
commisshoned paintings of mades
and straining racehorses. Our
room had previously been the
first Noor council chamber K
douhble height space so huge that
1 ook my wife seyeral seconds to
rum from the door to the four
poster bed, which she did several
times. gigRling with geoe Every
st gots a welcoming goody bag,
Incinding massage parapherns
s and candies. Dur bathroom
featured a free standing, transio
Oenl green ghees hath, bag enowugh
for twa Or possibly throe
Now the management of The
Vortiury claimas they are cstoring
for the business newds of Inter
national travellers and corpors
tions such as Microsolt, which
are Dased in Rooding Whille the X0
soal cinema and three stizeabile
function rooms support this
claim, | think the hoted Just 258
minutes by train from Loodon

Old meets new: the £6 million Forbury mixes Victorian grandew with moderm interior design

At last, a reason
to go to Reading

has also heon desigrssd & the witl
mate dirty weekend destination
Everything about It, from the art
on the walls to plump ptllows to
the sleekly rotating Bang &
ONufsen telly I anch room fosters
a low level huen of eroticism

The Certse har and restaurant
in the basement ks full of nooks
and booths and the tables in the
small courtyard garden foel
delightfully clandestine

The food s great. the coxckialls
potenst, the iafT artractive They
STV Oysters ot the Do Newxd | say
more”

Tempting as 11 was o jrast sit in
the sudsy wpturned shell of the
bath and arder martinis from
room service all weehend, we
dutifully set out on Satuwrday
explore this corner of the
Chilterns. The Forbury is
sdmarably phace? for Ascot, Went
worth and Hendey for lunch s
Heston Blumenthal's Fat Duck st
Bray or Raymond Blanc's Le

The Forbury

Thing to steal One of the tastetul
nNudes by Alae Sonnedon.

Rates. flooms from €150 per
sustes from (295 £ 480 Ownrer
Two with wire n Cerme (80 (100

Manotr an Quat Salsons outrside
Oxford Por those (ike me) with
b clevaten] Laste theare Arw acres
of rolling countrysido dofted with
excellent village pabws

We evemn enpoyed a trarsgusl seroll
akmng Reading s canal and a leafy
stredct) of the Iharmes Miod you,
the walk startedd bhebind the mas
sive and vulgar Oracie shopping
mall an! ences] w ith us traversing
several multi lane strotches of
the city’s bewildering one-way
sy stem

Reading as a whobe really hasn't
changes that much. But the
Forbury Is such an oasis of
civilised, slightly saughty com-
fort that It deserves 1o bevome a
deatination in |t bf



